
Marine Spatial Plan 
– what does it look like?

SWG meeting 26th Feb 2014



Basically, it is about 
‘what goes where.’ …

and making it happen!

Jane Taussick



Hauraki Gulf

PRIVATE

COMMERCIAL

The Problem
•Conflicting needs
•Conflicting information
•Multiple agencies
•No integrated approach



NEW POLICY

WAIHEKE

The Past Solution
•Meetings
•Reports
•Do the easy stuff
•Look to the future for 
change



The Past Result
•Conflicting needs
•Conflicting information
•Multiple agencies
•No integrated approach
•Things get worse



Mana Whenua

Integrated Management – Achieving Kaitiakitanga 

Tikapa Moana 

kawa and tikanga 
management 

Waikato Regional 
Council

Auckland Council

Department of 
Conservation

District Councils
district plans 

marine protected areas 

unitary plan

coastal plan 
aquaculture and fishing

Ministry for Primary 
Industries
Hauraki Gulf Forum 

Te Moananui a Toi

Hauraki  Gulf Marine Plan

environmental improvement

Agency and Main focus



Pressures just like land



And can zone just like land



Marine planning means:
• Effective sustainable management of marine resources.
• Setting, clear objectives and priorities, allowing strategic and efficient use of 

marine resources.
• Enabling consistent evidence-based decision-making.
• Allowing stakeholders with an interest in our seas and coasts to have a voice in 

how their marine area is managed.
• monitoring and review 

The Marine Spatial Plan



• Guide for management of marine environment, including 
influences on the sea from the land 

• Increase environmental health and productivity
– Protect, restore, enhance 
– Connections within the sea and with the land

• Show areas where things can and can’t happen
– Resolve conflict for the same space to provide certainty for growth
– Align complementary and compatible activities
– Increase economic potential by providing space and linkages
– Protect or enhance existing and future use

What it can do



Requirements

Need to know what you want – the issues
• Vision
• Bottom lines
• Guiding Principles
• Goals/outcomes
• Implementation actions



Vision

• ?



Bottom lines

E.g.
• Protect the biological productivity of the Gulf
• No degradation in water quality
• etc



Guiding Principles
E.g.
• Collaborative
• Sustainability, 
• Precautionary approach
• Kaitiakitanga 
• Integration across land and sea
• Best available information
• Ecosystem based approach



Goals/outcomes

E.g.
• Increased health and productivity

– X ha of representative habitat protected
– Breeding grounds at x and y protected at breeding 

time
• Increased water quality

– Harbour and catchment management plans in place 
for x and y

– Boat sewage pump-out facilities at x and y locations
• Increased business opportunity

– Between x and y ha of new aquaculture space



Implementation Actions

E.g. Agencies are required to..
• implement common objectives and priorities 

through existing regulatory programs.
• ongoing collaborative management.
• develop cross-cutting regulation that controls 

agency permitting and licensing in particular 
areas or uses

• Be accountable, monitoring and review



Marine Spatial Plan content
• The issues – present and future
• The approach –information based, principles etc
• Marine zoning map(s) for values and uses, and their management 

requirements
• Non spatial management actions – e.g. Gulf wide
• Implementation plan
• Monitoring, review and accountability
• Other matters to consider – outside 

scope of plan but important

Zoning for values allows innovation.
Open space and submerged fish cages!



Examples



Simple or complex



Biodiversity 
restoration

NZ dotterel 
breeding area

Provide 
bird roosts

Shellfish 
area

Boat trailer parking

Beach restoration

No motorised craft

Biodiversity 
restoration

Reduce sediment

New wharf

Ski lane

Area of use conflict/ active-
passive

Jet skis, power boats

Possible boardwalk

Boardwalk

Boat ramp and trailer 
parking

Jetty

Power line

Ferry route

Large or small scale –
or a mixture 
the finer the scale the more work and 
time



England is doing theirs now!

Marine use in the sea between England, Wales 
and Ireland











It all fits together!
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http://www.baltseaplan.eu/downloads/WWF_Cartoon_MSP.pdf





Summary

• We are already successful
• We have help – community, material
• Decide what’s important
• Start simple – it will soon grow
• Deliver the outcomes needed
• Ensure they happen


