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Historical Context 
Toitū he whenua, whatungarongaro he tangata – Land is 

permanent, people disappear 



MĀORI INFLUENCE 

 Māori arrived around 1200 to 1300 AD. 

 Land rich in resources, but isolation meant endemic species 
poorly adapted to cope with humans or their animal 
companions 

 Extinctions or drastic reductions in small birds, vertebrates and 
invertebrates - kiore 

 Extinction of large birds such as moa through hunting. 

 Impacts on marine mammals, fish and shellfish. 

 Land clearance (fire) with consequential erosion effects. 
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Submarine Forests  
Bay of Plenty Times,  
19 June 1890 
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PRESSURES INCREASING AND 
CHANGE STILL OCCURRING 


